BRITAIN  DEFENDS   HER   INDEPENDENCE
We must not imagine that the great formal secession
of the Protestant peoples from a united Christendom
had been the death of the Roman idea in Europe, or
fatal to the prospects of a European Empire. In some
ways, those prospects had even been increased, since
they were no longer bound up with the waning spiritual
imperiwn of the Pontiffs. The Reformation might well
have cleared the way to the power of a Caesar who would
conquer by the temporal sword ; and from the time of
Luther down to our own, the menace of such a power
has never ceased to impend over Europe. Sometimes it
has been palpable and imminent, at others masked or in
abeyance, but always it has been there ; always there
has been a candidate for Caesardom, gathering or
deploying or launching his forces ; and always, sooner or
later, England has awoken to the fact that it is for her to
unite and rally all the scattered powers of European
resistance.
She had appeared in this role against Philip of Spain,
though in the subsequent struggle against the Hapsburg
axis in Central Europe she had prudently elected to stand
aside, and allow other powers, France and Sweden,
to throw in all the weight that was needed to preserve
the balance. It would have been better still if Cromwell
had had the wisdom to persevere in this masterly absten-
tion, instead of proving so obtuse to the signs of the times
as to weigh down that balance still more in favour of the
potential Caesar, by backing the rising power of France
against moribund Spain. But Cromwell was still obsessed
by the Protestant ideology that saw in the Spaniard,
as he himself put it, the great enemy of England,
" naturally so ... by reason of the enmity that is in
him against whatever is of God."
But now, this sort of language has come to have
a strangely out of date ring. God and His alleged prefer-
ences have ceased to count, except with a rapidly
diminishing minority of ideological back numbers. We are
in an age whose motives are based on exact calculations
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